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GR SmartZone looks
to new administration
Currently, GVSU assists with daily
operation of the entrepreneurial
program, but will end involvement
once Start Garden takes over
SEE A3
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Married couple weighs in
on culture, resources at GV

Gallery hosts preview
of fishladder journal
The Red Wall Gallery in Lake Ontario
Hall is showing a preview of writing
and art from the literary journal,
fishladder, which is student-run

as
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Laker alumna hopes
for Olympic berth

PUT A RING ON IT: Newlyweds and GVSU students, Mackenzie Frederick and Dominic Bartnick, share a sweet moment. The two West Michigan natives got married
in February 2014 and had been dating for four years before that, after meeting at work when they were still high schoolers. COURTESY | MACKENZIE FREDERICK

Former Grand Valley State pole
vaulter Kristen Hixson is training for
a potential spot on the U.S. Olympic
team for the 2016 Rio Olympics

BY MADDIE FORSHEE
NEWS@LAN THORN. COM

or many students at Grand Valley
State University, getting married
and settling down is a far- off dream
for the future. But for some GVSU
students, their relationship is a big
part of their reality as a student.
During the winter 2016 semester, 1,040
GVSU students were married, according to the
Office of Institutional Analysis. Of those mar
ried students, 453 of them are graduate students
and 587 are undergraduates. Those numbers are
just an estimate, though, because students are
not required to disclose their relationship status
at any point in their university registration.

SEE A7

ONLINE

Election updates on
this week’s Lowdown
The Lanthorn’s weekly podcast talks
about the current presidential race,
recapping results of the Michigan
primaries and other election news
SEE LANTHORN.COM

Mackenzie Frederick, 22, and Dominic Bart
nick, 24, are married students who go to GVSU
and celebrated their two-year anniversary on Feb.
6. The two have been together for six years, since
high school, when they met as coworkers.
“We met when I was 16,” Frederick said. “I
was a totally different person when I was 16. To
watch the person that you love grow and change
and still love through that, that’s cool.”
Frederick, a Cedar Springs, Michigan native,
and Bartnick, a Rockford, Michigan native, attend
ed Grand Rapids Community College together be
fore transferring to GVSU to study education.
The couple knew that they were going to get
married eventually, but upon their transferring
to GVSU, they realized that because they were
listed as dependents with their parents, they

wouldn’t be getting much help financially for
school. Since they were already planning on get
ting married, that was an incentive for them to
tie the knot sooner rather than later.
“We were already going to get married,”
Bartnick said. “We just couldn’t continue in
school until we did.”
GVSU financial aid is dependent on how stu
dents file their FAFSA forms, whether that is de
pendent or independent, but the office never asks
why the student is independent, which means they
could fall under many different circumstances.
“Students can apply for a status change,” said
Michelle Rhodes, director of financial aid. “It
really just depends on the specific situation of

SEE LOVE | A2

NURSING

GOVERNANCE

Elsevier partners
with KCON for
clinical program

Student senate

BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM

rand Valley State University’s Kirkhof
College of Nursing (KCON) has part
nered with Elsevier Inc. to collaborate
on quality improvement in healthcare
and establish a research studies program.
An international company focusing on scientific,
technical and medical information solutions and
products, Elsevier will embed its clinical practice
model (CPM) framework in KCON. The practice
model, which will expand on research opportuni
ties for nursing students and faculty at GVSU, will be
managed by the Bonnie Wesorick Center for Health
care Transformation in KCON.
“I think that it is really cool and I think that it will
be more clinically-based and more realistic, said Han
nah Burt, a nursing student at GVSU. ”(It) provides
another way of learning in the classroom.”
Evelyn Clingerman, executive director of the
Wesorick Center, said that the center at KCON was
created to carry on the legacy work of Bonnie We
sorick, the nurse entrepreneur behind the design of
Elsevier’s CPM framework.
The collaboration between Elsevier and
KCON, she said, would directly link the college’s
mission to transform the understanding and
studying of healthcare practices.
“The Elsevier and Wesorick Center partnership
offers students multiple learning opportunities to
participate in research that is meaningful in health
care and to make research come alive as they ap
ply what they learn in our classrooms,” Clingerman
said. "Students and faculty will team up with mem
bers of Elsevier’s leadership team who are imple
menting the CPM framework.”
The CPM framework guides sustainable health
care transformation by supporting core beliefs,
principles and theories that have been combined
into compact models that will help clinicians and
nurse practitioners to establish change within vari
ous healthcare practices.
Utilizing the change and models will lead to
positive results for patients, caregivers and the entire
healthcare community.
Most of the KCON health care disciplines, which
include nursing, are practice-based disciplines and
many certification agencies require colleges to docu-

SEE KCON | A2

2016=17 budget
Greek life, Spotlight
Productions hit
with funding cuts
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM
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FUNDING: Student senate president Maddie Cleghorn gets the St. Patrick’s Day general assembly
started, in which the senate confirmed the budget for the next school year, gvl | LUKE holmes

fter disagreement, debate and
discussion, Grand Valley State
University’s student senate ap
proved the spending budget for
next school year.
Vice president of finance Jeremy Turnbull and his committee members have real
located the money from five different sourc
es to benefit other funds.
The biggest change was the decreasing of
the Greek Life Council fund from $34,000
to $0. The next biggest decrease will come
from the student organization Spotlight
Productions (Spotlight), from $160,000 to
$150,000. Media funds and performing arts
furtds are also decreasing from $60,000 to
$55,000 and $20,000 to $15,000, respective
ly. The recreation sports fund is decreasing
from $6,000 to $4,000
All of these funds will be reallocated to
different funds that need the money. The
largest increase will go to the travel fund,
where it will see an increase from $60,000
to $77,000. The next largest increase will
be to the cultural fund, from $80,000 to
$90,000. Funding for President’s Ball will
be increased from $40,000 to $45,000, the
service and advocacy fund will increase
from $50,000 to $59,000 and special interest
funds will increase from $30,000 to $35,000.

The largest debate amongst senators was organization he saw on campus.
“Coming from a different standpoint, I
the decrease of Spotlight Productions funds.
President of Spotlight Productions, Kyle don’t get to do the travel that upperclassmen
Cronin, came to speak to the senators and and other people get to do,” he said. “Spotlight
ask that they not reduce Spotlight’s funds by is great at putting their name out there and
showing what Grand Valley is
such a drastic amount.
really about One of the things
“This is a big hit, we pay
they do really well (is) get peo
close attention to student needs
“This is a big
ple involved and connect with
when allocating our budget,”
hit, we pay close
other organizations and get stu
he said. “There are hardwork
dents involved.”
ing people behind the scenes
attention to
Senator Michael Sullivan
that do the best they can with
student needs
disagreed, saying that the funds
what they have. $10,000 in the
when allocating
were better off elsewhere.
grand scheme of things may
“I understand that (Spot
not seem like a lot, but I can as
our budget.”
light) does a lot of good on
sure you $10,000 is a lot when
campus and they bring a lot of
we pay for our own events.”
KYLE CRONIN
The senators were split on
events to campus for students
PRESIDENT,
the subject, with some agree
to enjoy, but we have to look at
SPOTLIGHT PRODUCTIONS
what the finance committee will
ing that $ 10,000 was too much
be increasing,” Sullivan said. “A
of a reduction while others
lot of the events Spotlight brings
thought that money was bet
ter spent somewhere else, mainly travel and to campus are entertainment, but a lot of these
groups on campus are providing service and
service and advocacy.
GVSU freshman and first-year senator advocacy, going to leadership conferences,
Nicholas Kapusta offered his view as a young
er senator, noting that Spotlight was the first
SEE FUNDS | A2
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HEALTHY CHOICE INITIATIVE MAKES EATING
HEALTHY EASIER
Students, staff and faculty members will have an easier
time discerning between healthy and unhealthy food options
on campus with the help of the new Healthy Choice Initiative.
Under the new initiative, menu items in campus restau
rants and quick-service locations that are fresh or low in
calories, sodium and saturated fat will be clearly labeled
with a Healthy Choice checkmark.
Campus dining and the health and wellness task force
collaborated together to create the initiative.
A full list of healthy choice-approved items and general
eating tips can be found on both the campus dining and
health and wellness websites.

5X5 ENTREPRENEUR COMPETITION OFFERS UP TO
$5,000 PRIZE
Five teams of entrepreneurs will have a shot at winning
$5,000 when they present their research projects to a panel
of judges at the Grand Valley State University 5x5 competi
tion on March 23.
Going along with the 5x5 theme, teams will have just five
minutes to present five slides to a panel of five judges. The
judging panel is made up of local entrepreneurs, business
owners, and GVSU’s student senate president.
Sponsored by GVSU’s Richard M. and Helen DeVos
Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation, the competi
tion is set to take place from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. in Room 201
of the Eberhard Center.
For more information about the 5x5 competition, visit
www.5x5night.com or www.gvsu.edu/cei.

STUDENTS TO COMPETE IN FOURTH ANNUAL
JURIED STUDENT EXHIBITION
Three student art pieces will be chosen to permanently
join Grand Valley State University’s art collection during the
fourth annual Juried Student Exhibition.
Art pieces featured in the exhibition come from more
than 90 students within the school of communications art
and design department. The exhibit will extend beyond tra
ditional artwork and include ceramics, photography, jewelry,
graphic designs, printmaking and more.
The three pieces chosen to join the university’s art col
lection will be determined by Henry Mathews, director of
galleries and collections. GVSU’s art collection currently
consists of more than 13,000 pieces.
The Juried Student Exhibition is open for public view
ing from March 21-31 in the Padnos Student Art and Design
Gallery, located in the Calder Art Center. An awards cer
emony and special reception will take place on March 24
from 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.
For more information about the competition, visit www.
gvsu.edu/art.

the students.”
For students who are married and want
to opt into becoming an independent, they
can visit the Office of Financial Aid and fill
out a marriage worksheet.
“That allows us to take a holistic view at
the situation,” Rhodes said. “We can take a
look to see if its better for them to formally
update their status as being married”
Bartnick and Frederick live together
in a house in Cedar Springs. They are
paying for their mortgage without any
help from their families, so cost was a big
factor, as was the location, since they’re
both familiar with the town.
Though there is a married population
of students on campus, GVSU doesn’t
offer married or family housing. If an
opposite-sex couple would like to live
together, they would have to apply for
gender-neutral housing and request each
other as roommates.
Even then, the high cost of living in a
one-bedroom apartment on campus could
deter many couples from even considering
that as an option.
In the past, GVSU has offered apart
ments for families and married couples in
the Ravines or Grand Valley Apartments,
but they haven’t been successful enough to
sustain for a long period of time.
“One of the reasons that it hasn’t been
successful is that you need all the other
resources to go along with it,” said Andy
Beachnau, director of housing. “Housing is
the easy part You can house families, but
families are a unique population in that
they need additional support.”
Beachnau said that family housing is
being reviewed as a possible housing ini
tiative by the Division of Inclusion and
Equity, similar to the recent gender in
clusive housing initiative.
“I’m excited about the future of ex
ploring this topic,” Beachnau said. “I
just think it’s a population where we
need to do a better job. This is one (is
sue) that I think if we continue to work
at it, we will get better at it.”
Though Frederick and Bartnick have
had to figure it out as they go, they said that

HIGH SCHOOL SWEETHEARTS: Frederick and Bartnick pose for a selfie in Chicago. The

couple celebrated their two-year anniversary this year,

IRISH ON IONIA DRAWS 20,000 PARTICIPANTS
More than 20,000 people were estimated to have at
tended the sixth annual Irish on Ionia, Michigan’s largest St.
Patrick’s Day street party.
Hosted by the new Waldron Public House, the event
took place downtown on Ionia Avenue, taking up three city
blocks and ran from 7 a.m. until 10 p.m. Attendees were
treated to live entertainment, beer tents and even a free
breakfast for those who arrived early enough.
A video of last year’s Irish on Ionia as well as more informa
tion about the event can be found at www.irishonionia.com.
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ally understand that.
“It’s definitely weird for people around
us,” he said. “It’s kinda like ‘Why did you do
that? You’re wasting these years, don’t you
know this is college?’ I don’t know that I
was ever going to do that.”
Frederick agreed, saying that people tell
her that she’s missing out, but she doesn’t
feel as if it’s a bad thing.
“There’s things were missing out on,
being married, but there’s also things that
were getting that people who aren’t mar
ried at this age won’t get,” she said.
Overall, the couple are content
with their time at GVSU, and said
that being married is just one aspect
of their lives as students.
“Were happy with our experience (as
married students),” Bartnick said. “We
don’t feel like outsiders at all. It’s been great.”
The two said they’re thankful for
having each other as a support system
throughout their college experience,
and said that they’ve made it worth it
for each other in the end.
“It’s great that I’ll get to spend a lot
more time with him than most people get
to spend time with the person they will
marry,” Frederick said. “We still have fun.
It’s nice to always have a support system. I
always have somebody that’s got my back.”

“Our graduates will be prepared to
lead change using evidence in contempo
rary practice settings,” she said. “Elsevier
is a business partner who leads transfor
mation in clinical practice settings and
this is a win-win for both Elsevier and

GVSU’s Wesorick Center as our students
and faculty will come together with Else
vier’s international practice partners.”
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ment how they are maximizing students’
experiential learning, Clingerman said.
Valuing hands-on clinical experienc
es, the executive director of the Wesorick
Center said that one attribute that KCON
values highly is to offer high impact
learning experiences in thinking and ap
plying that type of learning in contempo
rary clinical settings with complex health
care problems. Ultimately, she said, the
partnership provides a link between
practice and academia in health care and
gives students and faculty the chance to
further advance their skills.
Clingerman said that by participat
ing in these projects GVSU students
will be exposed to cutting-edge inqui
ry that will solve issues within health
care systems to transform and revolu
tionize health care.
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EXPERIENCE: Students Lauren Borucki, Gabrielle Troy and Madison Dapprich work with
faculty in the Wesorick Center at the Kirkhof College of Nursing. GVL | KELLEY monterusso
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Sexual assault reported at
Country Place Townhouses
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KCON

n March 20, at ap
proximately 2:30 a.m.,
the Ottawa County
Sheriff’s Department
responded to a report
of a sexual assault that took place
in an apartment at Country Place
Townhouses on 48th Avenue
in Allendale. The suspect is de
scribed as a white man, approxi
mately 5-foot-9-inches to 6-foot0-inches tall, with a thin build and
dark brown hair. The incident re
mains under investigation.

I MACKENZIE FREDERICK

they don’t feel ignored by GVSU.
“I don’t feel under-supported by the
school,” Bartnick said. “Maybe by the
student body, but not by the school.
We’re able to get financial aid because
we’re independent, I’ve used the counsel
ing services before and that’s great.”
Frederick agreed, but said that she and
her husband had wanted to attend couples
counseling at one point, but weren’t sure
if GVSU’s Counseling Center offered that,
so they didn’t seek it out.
The Counseling Center does offer cou
ples counseling if both partners are regis
tered students at GVSU, but didn’t disclose
if that service is free or not.
Frederick and Bartnick also said
that college culture isn’t exactly condu
cive to a married lifestyle and that they
wished it was easier to meet other stu
dents who are married.
“He’s got some friends and I’ve got
some friends, but it’s really not a mutu
al thing because our friends are single,”
Frederick said. “It’s not like I exclusively
want married friends. It would be cool to
be able to find friends that aren’t all about
(going out) at bars all the time.”
Bartnick said that even if he was single,
he isn’t the type of person who would take
part in the traditional college party culture,
and some students he has talked to don’t re

CAMPUS CLIMATE SURVEY RESULTS LECTURE
Jesse Bernal, vice president of the Division of Inclusion
and Equity, wilt host a lecture to discuss the results of this
year’s Campus Climate Survey on March 22.
Administered in November 2015, the Campus Climate
Survey is purposed with gauging the attitudes and behav
iors of students, faculty and staff in an effo^ to create a
more inclusive campus.
Bernal’s lecture is LIB 100 approved and will take place
from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m. in the Mary Idema Pew Library
Multipurpose Room. Following the lecture, attendees will
have the opportunity to take part in a discussion about how
to change bias at Grand Valley State University.
The Division of Inclusion and Equity will host another
Campus Climate Survey discussion the same day from 11:30
a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in Room 2204 of the Kirkhof Center.

courtesy

Anyone with information re
garding this incident should call
Ottawa County Silent Observer at
(877) 887-4536 or contact the Ot
tawa County Sheriff’s Department
or Grand Valley State University
Police Department.
If you see suspicious activity, call
9-1-1. If you are a victim of sexual
assault, seek assistance by calling
police. Additional resources are
available through the GVSU Wom
en’s Center and Victim Advocate
Ashley Schulte at (616) 331-2748.

they bring that back to Grand Valley and they
help our community.”
There was a motion to only reduce their funds
by $5,000, but it wasn’t approved. During the
fiscal year of 2016, the appropriations commit
tee saw $143,000 requested for travel funds. But,
since the budget for travel was set at $60,000, al
most half of the requests were denied.
Another large cut was from the Greek Life
Council fund. Despite the entire funding being
cut, members of senate who are also a part of
Greek life supported this decision. This decision
was strategically made because it was determined
that the fund should be used to promote campus
wide activities, such as Rock Against Rape, and not
to promote individual sororities or fraternities.
The student senate voting was the final ap
proving process for next year’s new budget, and
will be implemented in the fall.
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GV to relinquish role in
Grand Rapids SmartZone

MOVING ON : Grand Valley State University has decided to no longer administer the Grand Rapids SmartZone starting on Mar. 31 of this year. GVSU became involved with the SmartZone program in 2012 to help
with overhead costs and grant management skills. The Grand Rapids SmartZone is one of the 15 locations in Michigan that provides resources for entrepreneurs to start new businesses. GVL | kasey garvelink
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSIS TA N TNEWSQLA N THORN. COM

rand Valley State Uni
versity will end its in
volvement with the
Grand Rapids SmartZone when the entre
preneurial program undergoes new
administration on April 1.
The Grand Rapids SmartZone is
just one of 15 locations in Michigan
that provides resources and working
space for entrepreneurs to start busi
nesses. Operated under the name GR
Current, the SmartZone aims to foster
innovation in both the life sciences
and emerging technologies.
GVSU became involved with the

SmartZone program in 2012 when
GR Current needed assistance with
overhead costs and the management
of two grants. Austin Dean, director
of business operations at GR Current,
said this is no longer the situation.
“Included in these costs (over
head and grants) were accounting
and human resource services that
every organization needs in order
to operate a business,” Dean said.
“GVSU provided a great deal of
support throughout the develop
ment process. With the SmartZ
one transitioning into its next
phase, GVSU’s support is no lon
ger needed in this fashion.”
The SmartZone provides incuba
tor spaces in both the GR Current
office and the fifth floor of the Cook-

DeVos Center for Sciences. Togeth
er, these locations offer more than
10,000 square feet of wet labs and
$2.5 million worth in equipment.
With GVSU out of the picture,
the entrepreneurial services firm
Start Garden will take over the ad
ministration role of the SmartZone
beginning April 1.
J Kevin McCurren, executive
director of the Richard M. and
Helen DeVos Center for Entre
preneurship and Innovation, said
this change in administration will
affect how the SmartZone is oper
ated in significant ways.
“It will change a lot, because it was
completely integrated with GVSU
in the past,” McCurren said. “It will
evolve on its own and we won’t have as

much of an influence, but it will open
the door for other universities to have
a more active role in it”
New administration also means
a shake-up of staff positions.
Though its unclear now, Dean said
there is a possibility of layoffs.
“During the transition, several jobs
will be effected,” he said. “It is unclear
at this point which personnel will con
tinue to be employed, or how they will
be utilized moving forward.”
GVSU’s current situation is not
uncommon. In fact, many other
universities in the nation have sup
ported entrepreneurial organiza
tions only to later stop administering
them, McCurren said.
“This is a common evolution
ary step because as the organization

matures, it needs to drop the natu
ral barriers that come along with
tight linkage to a university,” he said.
“These ecosystems need to serve
all constituents and not just those
tightly linked to the university. We
see examples of this in San Diego,
Louisville, and Kansas City.”
While GVSU will no longer have
a role in shaping the SmartZone, the
university will still remain active in
other entrepreneurial activities direct
ly linked to the university.
“This doesn’t mean GVSU will be
completely out of the business,” Mc
Curren said. “It’s important for uni
versities to continue to be a part of the
ecosystem. We’re a great source for tal
ent, and we need these ecosystems for
students to work in.”

GRAND RAPIDS

SUSTAINABILITY

Author of mayor’s book of
the year to speak on campus

GOING
GREEN
AT

BY JORDAN SCHULTE
DIGI TA L QLANTHORN.COM

rand Rapids, like many larger cities
in the Midwest, has gone through
civil rights movements that aren’t
as widely talked or taught about.
Todd E. Robinson, a professor
of history at the University of Nevada at Las Ve
gas, wrote a book about the civil rights era in
Grand Rapids that has been chosen as Grand
Rapids Mayor Rosalynn Bliss’ book of the year.
Robinson will visit Grand Valley State Univer
sity on March 24 to discuss his book at the sev
enth annual Local History Roundtable.
Robinson will give the keynote address as
well as facilitate a panel discussion called “Race
and the West Michigan CityT
His book, “A City within a City: The Black
Freedom Struggle in Grand Rapids, Michi
gan,” studies school integration and other
civil rights era struggles as they unfolded in
Grand Rapids. While Robinson is not from
Grand Rapids, he gathered diary entries,
newspaper articles and documents published
by local organizations to paint a picture of
black Grand Rapidians after World War II.
Bliss said in a February speech that the book
“helps us learn from our past and appreciate the
context of our current state.”
The event is organized by the Kutsche
Office of Local History, a department of the
university that seeks to give voice to diverse
communities through history.
Melanie Shell-Weiss, the office’s director,
says Robinson’s book is one of two signifi
cant historical accounts of the civil rights

struggle in Grand Rapids. The other, a 2006
novel by Randal Jelks, deals with the period
between 1850 and 1954.
Robinson’s book picks up chronologically
where Jelks left off.
“His interest in Grand Rapids really came
about because he thought objectively, as a
scholar, that Grand Rapids is a really interesting
place,” Shell-Weiss said. “He thought Michigan
has an important civil rights story to tell.”
Shell-Weiss said Robinson was invited to
speak at GVSU months before he received
the book of the year award. She said that his
newly-heightened profile has in turn height
ened the event’s profile.
“That was just a serendipitous thing,”
Shell-Weiss said. “Now we’re getting all this
attention from the city.”
There are several panels planned for the day
long event, including a discussion on the past
and future of communities in West Michigan,
reflections on diversity and belonging and a dis
cussion led by Delia Fernandez on the Mexican
and Puerto Rican experience in Grand Rapids.
Timothy Gleisner, head of the Local
History Department and Special Collec
tions at the Grand Rapids Public Library,
will give the closing address.
The third annual Gordon Olson award
will also be presented in recognition of a
person’s contribution to the history of di
verse communities.
“I think there’s a lot of untold history in
West Michigan that needs more attention,”
Shell-Weiss said.
Shell-Weiss says they choose a different
theme each year to help accomplish that goal.

“We’re not just iqterested in the past, we 1
think it really matters in the here-and-now
and in the future,” she said. “We use the
past to inform our future.”
There is a $25 registration fee for the event,
which is waived for students. The event begins
at 9 a.m. and ends at 7 p.m. Breakfast, lunch and
dinner are included.
GO TO:

„

www.gvsu.edu/kutsche
FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR TO REGISTER

Alternative Energy Club
gives hands-on approach
to a sustainable future
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BY KYLE BINDAS
NEWSQLANTHORN.COM

n a world of rising tides and
temperatures and receding ice
caps and oil supply, the planet
needs people with the knowl
edge and skill to work with the
technology of tomorrow.
Grand Valley State University’s Alterna
tive Energy Club is focusing on renewable
energy and alternatives to fossil fuels in or
der to work on possible solutions to these
environmental problems.
The club started in 2010 with a junk car
and an idea.
Ron Grew, the then engineering labs supervi
sor, had a 1999 Subaru Outback that was no lon
ger running, so he and some students decided to
convert it into an electric car. The project was a
success and the club got the car running.
“It did work when we got it put together,” said
Eric Schierbeek, president of the club. “We drove
it around the parking lot a couple times.”
BOOK: Todd Robinson, a professor in Las Vegas,
will speak on campus, courtesy | todd robinson

SEE GREEN J. AS

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to Easter.

PEHALC
CALLUS OR REQUEST
AN APPOINTMENT ONLINE

(844) 316-40S5

ppwnm.org

Planned
Parenthood
Care. No matter what.

pdviQ :j9Msuy

West. m v

A4

MARCH 21, 2016
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN

OPINION

EDITORIAL

(&GVLNEWS ^0

By Natalie Love

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON

Prioritizing
student needs
Student senate budget process
requires more transparency
he Grand Valley zations and take away money
State University from other organizations. As
student senate with all governmental bodies,
has control over transparency is key.
what happens
The funds that saw the
to over $1 million of the Stu biggest increases were the
dent Life Fund. Even without cultural fund, the Presidents’
looking at the details of where Ball fund and the service and
this money is going, anyone advocacy fund.
can see that’s a large chunk of
The Presidents’ Ball fund
cash, one that comes with a was increased by $5,000 to
lot of responsibility.
reach $45,000, a 12.5 per
Throughout the year, cent increase from this year’s
the finance committee sees budget of $40,000. The fund’s
presentations from various allocation has increased on
student groups and organi and off over the past four
zations looking for funding years. While Presidents’ Ball
for their groups special ex is a famous event at GVSU
penditures. After these pre and sees a large student turn
sentations and many hours out, the event sells out nearly
of deliberation, the student every year, which begs the
senate body comes to a deci question: what else is there to
sion about how funds should improve? We are left wonder
be split up, who needs more ing where that extra $5,000
money and who needs less. will be spent. A $45,000 price
We acknowledge that this is tag for a college party seems
a large responsibility, one that pretty extravagant.
most likely doesn’t come with
The service and advocacy
a lot of gratitude, however, fund also went up $9,000 to
there seems to be an issue of total $59,000. With an oddly
transparency and priority on specific and high number, it
has to be asked
the side of student needs.
where
that
money will be
The main
spent. Many
decreases
in
“Even without
this year’s bud
service and ad
looking at the
get came from
vocacy groups
the Greek Life
that send out
details of where
Council fund,
volunteer trips,
this money is
the Spotlight
like Alternative
Productions
Breaks, require
going, anyone can
fund, the me
the
volunteers
see that’s... a lot
dia fund, the
to pay for the
of responsibility.”
performing
trips
them
arts fund and
selves,
not
the recreation
using the stu
al sports fund.
dent life fund.
When reading through the While overhead costs are
names of these organiza understandable, it’s hard to
tions and looking at the imagine that’s all that money
services they provide, it is being used for.
seems as though a lot of the
There are many questions
organizations taking cuts that come out of the student
are those that focus on and senate’s budget finalization.
involve students from a va How did it get decided where
riety of interests.
to cut funds and where to
It is therefore necessary for add them? Who decided that
us as students to be aware of one fund was more impor
how and why these decisions tant than another? Finally,
are made. The student senate how can students be privy
needs to be clear about their to that decision process? $1
reasonings and what they million is a lot of money to
look for when deciding to be divvied up in closed com
give money to certain organi- mittee meetings.

editorial@lanthorn.com

Embracing spring
Warmer weather brings about opportunity for adventure
window for fear of seeing the
blizzard that awaits me the
next time I’m stupid enough
to venture outside. Now, even
though some days are rainy, I
find my eyes glued to the win
dow, struggling to keep myself
locked inside.
It’s hard to focus on schoolwork when it’s a beautiful day
outside. Maybe all I want to do
is frolic through the ravines.
Why, oh, why won’t you let me
BY RACHEL BORASHKO
go, schoolwork?
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
Apparently, spring break
is meant to cure us of this.
his time of year, I
However, I don’t think I
always find my
know anyone who ever feels
self daydreaming
truly ready to come back from
out the window,
break. A week of being outside
wondering how
in to
above
I’m supposed to be able
go freezing temperatures
and free from regular obliga
to class and do homework
tions is supposed to make me
when the sun is shining and
ready to come back to regular
birds are chirping.
obligations? For some reason
When I’m inside during the
winter, it is easy to wrap myself that doesn’t really work for me.
No matter how much I love
in a blanket and not dare to
Grand Valley State University,
so much as glance out of the
returning to a never-ending

H
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Associate editor
News editor
Sports editor
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Laker Life editor

WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn's
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

BY EMILY DORAN
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

hen I was a little
kid, I used to get
up early in the
morning with
my mom and
watch her do workout videos.
I was fascinated by the 90s
aerobics, the leg warmers and
the neon leotards.
These are probably the im
ages that come most readily to
mind when someone thinks of
workout videos, and perhaps
fewer people are willing to try

them because they think that
they’re outdated. Fortunately,
this is not the case. Workout
videos may have peaked in
their popularity, but they still
serve as a great workout option
for many reasons.
First, they’ve been com
pletely updated to match
changing trends and user
needs, providing a wide array
of options. The workout videos
of today are nothing like the
ones I used to watch my mom
do. Instead, they’ve been
remodeled to cover all kinds of
current workouts.
There’s weight training,
yoga, cardio interval train
ing, Pilates, HIIT, bodyweight
training, boot camp, kick
boxing and dance workouts,
among many others. In
addition, there are workouts
specifically designed to fit into
people’s busy schedules while
simultaneously providing
maximizing results. Often
times with exercise videos, you
can fit in a productive workout

EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

in 20 minutes or less.
Workout videos are also
great to have on hand when
the weather is bad. That
way, you can still get in a .
workout from the comfort
and privacy of your own
home. I particularly like to
use them during the winter
months when I don’t want
to venture out into the cold.
They work well for cross
training, as well, regardless
of what exercise or sport you
typically do. I like to use ex
ercise videos to balance out
my regular workout sessions.
If I go for a run, for example,
I might do a strength-train
ing video later in the week.
Or if I lift weights at the
gym, I might follow up with
a HIIT video.
During the winter, too, I
tend to exercise primarily with
workout DVDs in order to stay
in shape, and I’ve found that
they help keep me primed for
when I start my regular train
ing again in the spring.

In addition, workout
videos are an inexpensive way
to experiment with different
exercises and vary your usual
routine. You can buy DVDs
pretty cheaply and start your
own collection — I personally
love having a stockpile of my
favorites that I own.
You can also access numer
ous videos for free online, in
cluding many from big-name
fitness magazines, companies
and celebrity trainers. You
typically don’t need much (if
any) expensive equipment,
either. Most of the time, all
you need is a computer or TV,
a little bit of space and maybe
some hand weights, depend
ing on the workout.
Despite the outdated im
ages typically associated with
them, workout videos are actu
ally a great fitness option. They
offer a diverse array of exercise
options, are convenient to use
during bad weather and tend
to be very inexpensive.
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Do you have any plans for St.
Patrick’s Day celebrations?

Should student senate
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be distributed to student
groups?

Throwing out information

Yes
No

57%
43%
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
SHOULD STUDENT SENATE DECIDE HOW MONEY WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO STUDENT GROUPS?
RUSSELL HARTLEY

SYDNEY DENTON

"I don’t really know much about student senate
here. (It’s) all determined by how well groups
are represented at student senate meetings."

”1 don’t really know anything about that.”

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Health communications A philosophy
HOMETOWN: Commerce. Michigan

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Allied health sciences
HOMETOWN: Bellevue, Michigan

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.

any longer. I’m resolving to
spend more time outside. Let
yourself do the same. It’s finally
the time of year when we can
spend more than 15 minutes
outside without getting frost
bite and hypothermia. Don’t let
lousy work and classwork keep
you indoors all day. High-tail
it out of work and class as soon
as possible.
Take hikes through the
ravines. Go to Grand Haven
and enjoy the boardwalk and
Rosy Mound if you can. Run.
Go for a bike ride. If all else
fails, at least go outside to do
your homework. Revel in the
fact that you don’t have to put
on four sweaters, two coats,
earmuffs, a hat, two pairs of
gloves, at least two pairs of
pants, three pairs of thick socks
and a pair of boots just to be
able to open your front door.
Open the windows and sing.
Welcome spring with
open arms, and it will wel
come you back.

Making the case for workout DVDs

GVL EDITORIAL BOARD
AUDRA GAMBLE
HANNAH LENTZ
MADDIE FORSHEE
A.A. KNORR
CLAIRE FISHER
ASHLYN KORIENEK

pile of work with rapidly ap
proaching deadlines is difficult
to find enjoyable. This should
be the time when we can
finally be happy we’re in West
Michigan, but we can’t because
there’s always more work to be
done. How are we supposed to
be able to enjoy this beautiful
city, this beautiful state, when
we can only see it through the
classroom window?
Sunday kicked off the start
of seasons that don’t make us
miserable. Thank you, Mother
Nature. Spring is a time of
rebirth and renewal. It allows
us to waken from the too-long
depression that is winter. Being
able to feel the sun on your
face and breeze through your
hair is an invigorating experi
ence. It is like finally being able
to feel alive again. If you hate
winter as much as most of us
Michiganders, do not deny
yourself the most beautiful
time of year.
I cannot trap myself inside

KATIE O’DONNELL

PATRICK MAST

“I don’t really know anything about it."

"I’m biased. I know the person who distributes
the money... I’ve seen her do her job and she’s
really good at it. I don’t know who else would
distribute the money."

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Biology
HOMETOWN: East Lansing, Michigan

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Multimedia journalism
HOMETOWN: Grand Rapids. Michigan
••

MARCH 21, 2016
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN

NEWS | A5

V &GVLNEWS

BY SANOA VAZGEC
SVAZGEC@LANTHORN.COM

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

GV STUDENT
FINDS EARLY
BUSINESS

n 2009, the most experience a
majority of young teens had with
the internet was trying to figure
out which song fit best with their
MySpace page or how to navigate
newly-established Facebook. However, Zachary
Collins, a Holland, Michigan native and junior
at Cirand Valley State University, sold his first
web-based company for $2,000 that year and his
entrepreneurship has only expanded since then.
13-year-old Collins discovered potential in
web design when he figured out he could post an
advertisement on a website and make a few {jen
nies from it. After that, he spent most of his free
time teaching himself how to code.
Once he had a basic knowledge of coding, he
developed a website called Twtbase. The website
was a database containing all the different appli
cations people had created off the Twitter plat
form. At the time, Twitter didn’t have the features
it currently does, so people developed applica
tions to give the social media site mpre options.
Collins saw the opportunity to put all of those
applications in one place.
Collins sold Twtbase for $2,000 and in 2010,
invested the money into a new project, a website
called Yazzem. His new project was a discussion KEEPING WITH THE ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT: GVSU junior business student and entrepreneur Zachary Collins poses outside of the Kirkhof Center.
board to start topics and share ideas. He sold that 21-year-old Collins has started four successful businesses since he was 13, the latest being a software company called ZaCo Technologies. GVL I SARA carte
website at 14-years-old for $15,000.
Collins said it’s important to not fear failure
In 2013, Collins moved on to form a creative programs,” Schneider said. “He can take some taking the majority of that money and putting it
agency in Portland, Oregon called Dot Dot Dash. one’s ramblings and thoughts and turn them into back into the company’’ Collins said. “Obviously, when it comes to entrepreneurship. He attri
I do have to pay myself, so I do take out a very butes his success to taking on projects he sees
Ihe company builds digital and physical experi an incredible working prototype.”
After the program was created, they con small sum but nothing substantial.”
potential in and understanding what the tech
ences, mostly that of virtual reality. Dot Dot Dash
As far as his education goes, Collins admits he nology market is in need of by staying up to
has created products for companies such as Nike, tinued to work out the knots until it was fully
functional. They decided to demo Ludus for the didn’t want to attend college because he wanted date with trends in the field.
ESPN, Mountain Dew and Six Flags.
In the future, Collins hopes to stick with
Since then, in 2014, Collins has created his schools Phantom of the Opera production, and to focus all of his time on technology projects,
own software company, ZaCo Technologies, it turned out to be a huge success due to its ease but decided to follow his parents’ wishes and internet-based technology and eventually
which focuses on creating technology and soft of use. Schneider said the school has experienced enroll. He’s currently studying entrepreneurship own his own company. He said it’s important
to be patient and focus on what he has access
ware for schools. For his latest project, Collins an overall rise in tickets sales since the imple and management at GVSU
Collins said he makes an effort to stay engaged to now and continue to build off of projects
has teamed up with one of his former teachers at mentation of the Ludus program.
Collins has taken the program nationwide in his classes but most of his learning comes from in order to grow his success.
Holland High School to create Ludus, an online
“I think the most important thing about any
ticket sales program aimed at high school per and generated a large consumer base in a fairly the real-world experience he’s gained from ad
short amount of time. Ludus is projected to hit $1
ministering his companies.
thing you do is to not pay attention to what other
forming arts programs.
“If I wasn’t learning anything I wouldn’t be people think about what you’re doing,” Collins
Kevin Schneider, director of theatre at Hol million in ticket sales this year.
When it comes to the money he’s made from in school, there’s always new things or theo said. “If you have an idea to do something, just
land High School, approached Collins for help to
create an easy way to sell tickets for theatre shows. his first ideas, Collins said he’s used those profits ries that are interesting,” Collins said. “When do it, because you never know what it can turn
it comes to business, I’ve learned pretty much into or where it can take you.”
“I went to Zack because I knew he had created to fund his more recent endeavors.
“With Ludus and ZaCo Technologies I’m everything from experience.”
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GV recognized for college readiness program
BY TAYLOR FUSSMAN
TFUSSMAN@LANTHORN.COM

pplying for colleges can be
difficult and time consuming,
and across the state of Michi
gan, there are many students
who could use a little help in
their journey toward high school gradua
tion and entrance into college.
Grand Valley State University was
awarded the Beacon Award by the Michi
gan College Access Network (MCAN) for
its support of the AdviseMI program and
its work done in high-need high schools.
MCAN is an organization that aims to
increase college readiness, participation
and completion in Michigan, particularly
among low-income, first-generation col
lege students and students of color.
MCAN has several programs to carry
out its goal, including Michigan College
Decision Day, a day that gives all graduat
ing high school seniors a chance to apply
to college during the school day, and Ad
viseMI, a college adviser program.
AdviseMI takes recent college graduates
who have been trained and places them
in high schools that consist of significant
numbers of low-income and first-genera
tion college-going students.
Brandy Johnson, executive director of
MCAN, said AdviseMI hires 40 recent col
lege graduates for the program and three of
the advisers came from GVSU.
GVSU is one of 12 universities from
Michigan that partnered with MCAN
on the AdviseMI program, and each of
those that did were awarded the Beacon
Award at MCAN’s College Access Im
pact Award ceremony.

“We wanted an opportunity to recog
nize our partners in the field,” Johnson
said. “Ihey went out on a limb and took
a risk on us because it was a new pro
gram - and they invested their time and
money to make the program a success.”
MCAN has been in existence for sue
years, but this was only the second year that
they held this awards ceremony.
Gayle Davis, provost and executive vice
president for academic and student affairs,
said that by participating in AdviseMI,
GVSU will become more visible to high
schools in the area, which may help with
recruiting new students to the university.
Suzeanne Benet, GVSU assistant vice
president for academic affairs, added that
GVSU became involved with MCAN be
cause they believed in what the organiza
tion was trying to accomplish.

“There are a lot of high schools in
Michigan where the students do not
get a lot of exposure to information
about attending college,” Benet said.
“Increasing the number of high school
students in Michigan who attend col
lege would open doors for these stu
dents, and be good for the state as well.”
The overall goal of this program is to in
crease the number of high school students
who enter and complete postsecondary
education by 60 percent by the year 2025.
Johnson said GVSU will most likely
continue its involvement with MCAN and
AdviseMI since it provides valuable oppor
tunities to GVSU graduates.
GVSU is currently in the process of
recruiting two of its graduating seniors to
become advisers this year.

RECIPIENTS: This years’ Beacon Award recipients pose with their awards. GVSU is one of 12 uni
versities that partnered with the AdviseMI program and got an award. COURTESY | USA KING

GREEN
CONTINUED FROM A3

The group was originally
called the electric car dub,
but as the club moved on to
other projects and expanded
its scope, a new name was
needed. Thus, the Alterna
tive Energy Club was born.
The next project the club
worked on was an electrical
ly assisted bicycle, but this
was more of a filler project
until the next large conver
sion came about.
Their current project is
another conversion, but this
time with a two-wheeled ve
hicle instead of four.
Now, the frame of a
Honda cb750 sits on the
workshop floor, in the
middle of a conversion to
an electric drivetrain. The
process was a long one
with many steps.
“We had to draw up ev
erything before we bought
anything so that we knew
it was going to work,” Schierbeek said. “We’ve been
working on that for the past
three years. Making sure ev
erything is going to work,
getting all the components
build and figuring out what
needs to be done.”
The group plans to ex
pand the scope of its work in
the future, moving beyond
vehicle conversions. Schierbeek talked about the possi
bility of creating a wind tur
bine, using the solar panels

on the roof of the building,
entering in an electric gocart contest, and even build
ing their own electric car
from the bottom up.
Unfortunately, there is
limited man power in the
club lately. Currently the
club only has four members,
but in previous years they
have had many more. ' m
“There were prob
ably seven or eight guys
when I started, then a lot
of them graduated, and
the club director retired,”
said Alex Dumouchelle,
a member of the club.
“We’re hoping to get this
(motorcycle) done so we
can bring it to Campus
Life Night in the fall to
draw more people in.”
The club looks to give all
members real life experi
ence, valuable knowledge and
experience they otherwise
wouldn’t have gained, Du
mouchelle said.
“There are a lot of ma
chines they don’t teach you
how to use and this is a great
way to learn,” Dumouchelle
said. “It’s a lot of hands on
applicable things outside of
class, which I really enjoy.”
The club meets every
Thursday at 6 p.m. in the ve
hicle bay of the Keller Engi
neering Laboratories, located
on the Pew Campus.
GO TO:
http://blt.ly/1p0uJ7s
FOR A VIDEO OF THE
ELECTRIC CONVEfiSION

OH YEAH, YOUR
PLACE COMES
WITH ALL THIS

Heated pool with sundeck m
24/7 fitness and tanfflng
Fire Pit with gri^
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GV CHAMBER ORCHESTRA TO PERFORM WITH
FACULTY SOLOISTS
Performing with the Grand Valley State University
faculty string trio, clarinet professor Arthur Campbell
and music department chair Danny Phipps, the GVSU
Chamber Orchestra will perform at 7:30 p.m. on March
22 in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
The Faculty String Trio with Sookkyung Cho on
piano and Michael Hovnanian on bass will perform
Franz Schubert’s “Trout Quintet.”
Bela Bartok’s “Divertimento for Strings, move
ment three" will be performed by the GVSU Chamber
Orchestra. The Chamber Orchestra, along with faculty
soloists, Campbell and Phipps, will play Franz Danzi’s
“Duo for Clarinet and Bassoon."
The event is free and open to the public. For more
information, call (616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.
edu/music.

ARTS AT NOON: MAESTRO USTAD SHAFAAT KHAN
The Arts at Noon series will continue at noon on
March 23 in the Cook-DeWitt Center with a visit from
Ustad Shaffaat Khan. Khan is an Indian classical musician
who has performed worldwide at many prestigious con
cert halls, music festivals and universities. Recently, he
performed with Stevie Wonder at the Bonnaroo festival.
In the past, he’s shared a television concert with Ray
Charles in Germany. In addition, some of his CDs have
been produced by Deepak Chopra. In the history of
Indian classical music, Khan has distinguished himself by
being the first known artist to have attained simultane
ous excellence in performing sitar, surbahar and tabla.
The event is free and open to the public. For more
information visit www.gvsu.edu/music.

Faculty recital delves into emotion, musical storytelling
BY DANIEL GOUBERT
DGOUBERT@LAN THORN. COM

hile its often easy to hear
music as a single, entertain
ing combination of sounds,
doing so can make a listener
lose the detailed nuances.
A recent faculty recital at Grand Valley
State University allowed audience mem
bers to lose themselves, instead, by ex
hibiting the important musical combina
tion of synergy, setting and storytelling.
The March 15 recital featured piano
professor Sookkyung Cho and violin
professor Megan Crawford playing
four pieces. From Olivier Messiaen to
Camille Saint-Saens, each piece came
from a different French composer.
Despite this, Cho said pieces like
the ones she and Crawford played of
ten transcend their composer.
“The emotional experience doesn’t
have to be exactly the way the compos
ers experienced it,” Cho said. “That’s
how the composer experienced (emo

tions) writing this piece or before
writing this piece, but once the piece is
born, it is an entity in itself, and then
it speaks to people differently.
“I think just being able to indulge in
that emotional world almost purifies
our being. You go and experience it, and
you come out a different person.”
A member of the Grand Rapids Sym
phony Orchestra who has performed
nationwide, Crawford is currently a vis
iting professor at GVSU. She said that
the musical pairing of violin and piano
is common, due to the instruments’
ability to complement each other.
“Violin is a melodic instrument, and the
piano fills in the harmony, so you have mel
ody and harmony,” she said. “You get the
richness of the harmony the composer has
in mind through the piano combination.”
In the recital’s audience was junior pi
ano student Connor Austell. Austell said
attending events like Cho and Crawford’s
recital is vital for his growth as a musician.
“(Learning as a musician) is really
about going to as many live events as

‘GREAT LAKES: IMAGE & WORD* PANEL
DISCUSSION
The Art Gallery in the Performing Arts Center will be
hosting a panel featuring artists and poets who have
worked together on the pieces in the gallery.
From 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on March 24 in the gallery the
artists and poets will discuss their collaborations and
creative processes.
"Great Lakes: Image & Word” is a collaborative proj
ect between pairs of 16 artists and poets. The pairs each
created a piece of art based on the implications of living
within the influence of the Great Lakes.
The event is free and open to the public. For more
information, contact the Art Gallery at (616) 331-2563.

FREE WORKSHOP ON SHAKESPEARE AUDITIONS
On March 25, the Louis Armstrong Theatre will
feature an event from noon to 3 p.m. with speaker
Katherine Mayberry.
Students interested in auditioning for the fall
2016 Shakespeare Festival production "Measure by
Measure,” directed by Roger Ellis, can sign up at the
Louis Armstrong Theatre box office. Audition dates

Center Room 1506,.Sign up at the box office by calling
(616) 331-2300 or by emailing lanejack@gvsu.edu.
The workshop is free, but space is limited.

ALEX ANINOS SCHOLARSHIP RECITAL
The department of music and dance is hosting the
Alex Aninos Memorial Scholarship Recital at 7 p.m. on
March 25 in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
The recital was established in memory of Alex Aninos,
to fund an annually awarded scholarship for a music
student who shows potential and positivity.
The recital will showcase many of the talented
students of the department of music and dance.
Donations will be accepted to fund the scholarship.
For more information, call (616) 331-3484 or visit
www.gvsu.edu/music.

FACULTY: Megan Crawford (left), violinist, and Sookkyung Cho (right), pianist, perform
together during a recital on March 15 in the Cook-DeWitt Center, gvl | kasey garvelink

you can and picking up on the nuanc
es of the performance that really come
across live better than they ever could
over recording,” Austell said.
Austell also said he was happy to attend
the event in the long-dosed Sherman Von
Solkema Recital Hall. The hall had to be
dosed and renovated, after a failure of the
hall’s humidification system during winter
break ruined its wood paneling.
Crawford said the unique acoustics of
a room impact musical performance. She
said that the new wall material in the hall
gave it a powerful amplification, compar
ing it to “a living surround sound.”
Cho also said that the specific piano in
the Sherman Von Solkema Hall positively
contributed to her performing experience.
“That piano is super, uber-sensitive,” she
said. “You can really speak to it and it’ll talk
back to you. You can really create so many
different colors, and the touch is so nice.
“It goes with the hall, it’s like you
can whisper and people will still hear
it. I loved playing the Debussy in there,
because you can really whisper.”
Claude Debussy’s “Beau Soir” was one
of two pieces Cho and Crawford per
formed with a story behind it. Crawford
explained to the audience that Debussy’s
“Beau Soir” was based off a poem, while
Francis Poulenc’s Sonata was an emo
tional response to poet Federico Garcia
Lorca’s death in the Spanish Civil War.
Crawford said that this idea of emotion
is paramount for musical performance.
“I think the emotional content is the
most important part of the performing
experience,” she said. “I try to teach my
students, ‘yes, you have to practice the
technique...’ but when you’re perform
ing, you move on past that. That’s the
entire purpose, is to touch somebody
in the audience with the powerful emo
tion of whatever the piece is.”

GALLERIES

Red Wall Gallery shows fishladder journal preview
product, so I see (the gallery)
as (a way) to sample what we
have to offer,” Vega said. “See
preview of the ing a theme come out of some
artwork that will thing is inspiring because it
be published in shows that your art can speak
Grand
Valley to someone else’s art even when
Mggyoudi^
student run literarv iourna!. W The ' TishladdeFT Student
fishladder, is on display in Scholars Day Exhibition” will
Lake Ontario Hall for all eyes be on display on the Red Wall
to see until the end of the Gallery until April 30. The gal
lery is made up entirely of stu
winter 2016 semester.
The Red Wall Gallery will dent artwork selected by fishbe home to an art gallery ladder student editors.
Vega said the journal acts
exhibit inspired by fishlad
der until the end of April. as an excellent opportunity
Fishladder is a student-run for writing and art students to
literary journal that publish share their work with others.
“It’s a good experience es
es student artwork such as
fiction, creative nonfiction, pecially if you want to be pub
poetry, drama and photog lished in your writing career,”
raphy. The journal’s student Vega said. “As far as publish
editors choose the best work ing goes, it’s rather low-stakes
they receive from the stu because it’s an undergraduate
dent body for publication. literary journal, but we still
Fishladder is currently in its take a lot of pride in it.
“I think everyone who is
13th year of publication.
Jacqueline Vega, student on staff is really dedicated
editor of fishladder, said even and proud of the work that
though all of the artwork we do. In addition to giving
submitted doesn’t make it resources to publish, it also
into the art gallery, it’s a great gives people the opportunity
way for other students to see to be on an editorial staff”
David Newell, GVSUs cu
what fishladder has to offer.
“As a generation, were very rator of exhibitions, said this
image-based and we like to see art gallery allows others to get
things in smaller doses and test a glimpse into the world of art
things out before we buy the and writing students. Newell’s
BY MARISSA LAPORTE
MLAPORTE@LANTHORN.COM

favorite aspect of the exhibit is
the variety of work that is dis
played from different students.
He said the art gallery is a
great way to document per
spectives that students can look
back on in the future to see if
a||ge as
they go through their lives.
“Often when we’re work
ing on exhibitions, it’s a single
viewpoint, but this is a wide
range of people coming to
gether with varying opinions,
ideas and concepts that (the
students are) expressing which
is an exciting thing to see and
it broadens your own per
spective,” Newell said. “Often
times other things are being
imposed on students, other
people’s opinions and agendas,
but this stands alone. It’s your

voice coming back to you.”
Vega said one of fishladder’s
biggest goals is to bring to
gether and support the writing
and art community at GVSU,
as well as create a way for other
students to see what’s going on
in their departments.
“If you’re not an art major
or a writing major, you don’t
get to see your classmates’ work
workshopped, displayed, re
viewed or critiqued,” Vega said.
As a fishladder editor, Vega
is thankful for the opportu
nity to receive exposure for the
journal through the art gallery
as well as see the students’ work
displayed in a unique way.

□

GO TO:
http://blt.ly/1Rdk9uq
FOR MORE INFORMATION

FISHLADDER: The Red Wall Gallery in Lake Ontario Hall features
work from fishladder, an undergraduate journal, gvl I SARA carte

ACADEMIC PROFILE

Students show passion in senior thesis art show
BY CLAIRE FISHER
ARTS@LANTHORN.COM

CLUES ACROSS
I. Matter
5. Puzzled
II. Well wish
14. Frightened
15. Home of the Cowboys
18. Between the jejunum
and the cecum
19. Founded the Union Colony
21. Read-only memory
23. Sorcerers
24. Female parents
28. Unexpected obstacle

29. Of I
30. Used to have (Scottish)
32. Patti Hearst’s captors
33. Rock TV channel

35.
36.
39.
41.
42.
44.
46.
47.
49.
52.
56.
58.
60.
62.
63.

Revolutions per minute
Exclamation: yuck!
Be afraid of
Arizona
Red liqueur__gin
More discourteous
Type of chef
Mother (Brit.)
Untidy in character
Inhibitions
Pains
Politician
Unofficial fighter
Type of Mustang
Branch of Islam

eraki” is a Greek
word used to
describe doing
something with
soul, creativity
or love. It is also the name of
the senior thesis show by art
students Kellyn Sanders and
Rikki Paepke. For Sanders and

Paepke, the word represents
their passion.
“We were both in different
majors before this and we final
ly found something were really
happy to be doing,” Paepke said.
“(Meraki) is a word in Greek
that basically means doing stuff
with a passion and what you
love. It represents both of us.
Were both passionate about
our subject matters and just fin

CLUES DOWN
1. Satisfaction
2. Astragals
3. Egg-shaped
4. Nothing more than specified
5. Measures speed of wind
6. In the middle of
7. Actinium
8. The Master of Shadows
9. Dutch cheese
10. Valley
12. A river between China
and Russia
13. Masses of matter
16. They live along Gulf of Guinea
17. George , actor
20. Latvia's largest city
22. One thousandth of an ampere
25. Millihenry
26. Swisa river
27. Individually

29. Magnetomotive force (abbr.)
31. Without armies (abbr.)
34. Portuguese municipality
36. Old Marxist-Leninist state
37. Malicious satisfaction
38. Actress Julianne
40. Rural delivery
43. Bar or preclude
45. Unit of measurement
48. Peninsula in Greece
50. Bird genus
51. Releases gonadotropin
53. Racquets
54. Southwestern state
55. Town in Benin
57. Car mechanics group
58. Brother or sister
59. Woollen rug
61. Millilite
ANSWERS ON PG.

10

ART: Kellyn Sanders (left) and Rikki Paepke (right) use their pas
sion for art in their senior thesis show, courtesy | kellyn sanders

ishing the art program overall.”
Paepke and Sanders senior
thesis show, "Meraki,” will be
on display in the Craft House
gallery in Grand Rapids April
10-15. There will be a recep
tion held from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. on April 15.
Before joining the art pro
gram, Sanders and Paepke both
explored other majors. Sanders
started her college career in pre
nursing and said she decided
art was something she wanted
to pursue as well as science.
“I had some doubt when I
was in nursing,” Sanders said.
“I knew that I wanted to do
something in medical but I
wanted to be able to express
my creative side as well. I am
still able to fulfill my love for
both by being double majored
in art and in biology.
“I have always had a love
for science, medical and
art, but never would have
thought that I would be do
ing what I am today.”
Paepke said she tried out
several majors before eventu
ally deciding to study art Mov
ing from pre-med, to nursing,
to radiological imaging and

stenography, Paepke said she •
eventually decided to apply to
the illustration program.
“I guess I was just doing the
other (majors) for the wrong
reasons,” Paepke said. “I was
too afraid to pursue art as a
career. Every time I switched ■
(majors) I would just realize I
didn’t know why I was doing
this to myself. This isn’t me.
So I finally decided to apply
and I got into the illustration
program after a year of doing
foundations.”
Paepke said despite her
fear to pursue art as a career
she believes her love for art,
her motivation and her hard
work will help her to succeed
after graduation.
“I don’t want to say art
didn’t feel like work because
sometimes it does still feel like
work, but it’s work that I enjoy
doing even if it’s hard some
times,” Paepke said. “For the
other majors if I was studying !
or something, I just couldn’t see
the point in why I was doing it
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
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GV FOOTBALL BEGINS
SPRING PRACTICE
’ Grand Valley State football's
2016 season is officially under
way, as the Lakers held the first
day of spring practice on March
19. It was the first of 15 spring
practices, which will conclude
with the annual spring game at
Lubbers Stadium on April 16.
GVSU is coming off of a 12-3
season that saw the Lakers
make their ninth NCAA Division
II national semifinal game, a
narrow 34-32 loss to Shepherd,
since 2001. The Lakers return 21
players who made at least one
start last season.
The Lakers will open their
season at home against Tiffin
on Sept. 1.

Laker alumna eyes
Olympic berth

Eugene, Oregon
U.S. Olympic
Team Trials

3/12/2016
Portland, Oregon

4.62 m
2/19/2016
Allendale, Michigan
GVSU Tune-Up
Meet (Indoors)

4.50 m

4.50 m

FOOTBALL TABS HATCHER
AS RUNNING BACKS COACH

5/22/2014

6/28/2015

8/7/2015

Allendale, Michigan

Eugene, Oregon

San Jose, Costa Rica

Grand Valley State head
football coach Matt Mitchell
has announced the hiring of
Mike Hatcher as running backs
coach, replacing Matt Yoches,
who is now the director of foot
ball operations at the University
of Miami (Ohio).
Hatcher, a GVSU football
alum, was the running backs
coach at Wartburg College
in Waverly, Iowa. Wartburg's
ground attack totaled 2,072
yards and 31 touchdowns in
just 10 games.
As a player, Hatcher was a
four-year starter in the Lakers’
defensive secondary from
2009-2013. In 42 career games,
he finished with 111 total tackles
(seven for loss), 28 pass break
ups and three interceptions. In
2013, he was a part of a Laker
squad that finished 12-3 and
made a NCAA Division II national
semifinal appearance.
Hatcher will begin his new
duties as coach immediately.

NCAA Division II
Outdoor Track
and Field
Championships

USA Track & Field
Outdoor National
Championships

North American
Central
American and
Caribbean
Championships

Grand Valley State freshman
Nicholas Urban has been named
the GLIAC Men’s Tennis Athlete
of the Week after his perform
mance on the team’s Florida
road trip frorri March 7-11.
Urban, a native of Lemont,
Illinois, finished the week 4-0
in singles and 2-0 in doubles
in games against Post, West
Chester, the University of the
Sciences and Lynn.
The freshman has played in
a number of different flights
for both doubles and singles
for GVSU, and his flexibility has
aided the team to an 8-4 record
so far this season.
Urban and the Lakers began
conference play on March
19 with a 7-2 road win over
Hillsdale. GVSU then tripped to
Findlay, where it left with a 6-3
victory.
GVSU will next take to the
court with a trip to Ferris State
on March 23, before heading
to Indianapolis for a two-game
slate on March 25 and 26.

7/8/2016

4.65 m

4.50 m

URBAN NAMED ATHLETE
OF THE WEEK

TBD
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USA Track &
Field Indoor
National
Championships

I.

Olympic trial;
qualifying mark

Career high at the
time & Dll record

o

Former GV standout Hixson recently set personal-best vault
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISEN@LANTHORN.COM

rand Valley State alumna Kristen
Hixson is vaulting to new heights
in pursuit of making her first
Olympic team this summer.
Hixson, a 2014 graduate and
three-time collegiate national champion in the
womens pole vault, cleared 4.65 meters last week
end on March 12<o place fourth at the USA Track
and Field Indoor National Championships.
The career-best jump was the second time in
22 days that Hixson had surpassed the elusive and
daunting 15-foot plateau. She had been chasing that
mark for nearly two years after jumping a Division
II-record 4.50 meters (14 feet, 9.25 inches) to claim
the 2014 outdoor national championship at GVSU.
“I needed it to happen only one time,” Hixson
said. “Its like this mental barrier and once you know

you can do it one time, then that barrier sort of goes
away and its just another bar - another height.”
At the GVSU Tune-Up Meet on Feb. 19, Hixson
pushed past the 15-foot barrier for the first time by
clearing 4.62 meters and surpassing the qualifying
standard needed for the U.S. Olympic trials.
After countless hours of training and numerous
attempts to break her long-withstanding 4.50 meter
personal best, it would be insensitive to say that Hix
sons latest breakout performances have been worth
the wait. But, the standout vaults do come at an ideal
time with the Olympic trials happening in early
July and the ultimate goal of reaching the Rio 2016
Olympics is just around the corner in August.
Hixson is hopeful she is building momen
tum to raise the bar even higher.
“My training isn’t designed to peak right
now,” she said. “Its designed to peak in July and
sometimes that’s hard to remember as you’re go
ing through it. But, as long as I can see that we

are on the way up and we are on our way to the
peak, I’m satisfied with that and it’s encouraging
to know that’s how my training is set up.”
Making her first Olympic team, however,
won’t be easy. Only the top three finishers at the
Olympic trials will represent the stars and stripes
in Brazil. The USA Track and Field Indoor Na
tional Championship last weekend provided
some insight to where Hixson currently stands.
Defending Olympic goal medalist Jenn Suhr,
34, holds the indoor world record (5.03 meters),
but was knocked off by Sandi Morris, 23, who
jumped 4.95 meters to defeat Suhr by two inches.
Demi Payne, 24, vaulted 4.85 meters to capture the
last spot on the podium ahead of Hixson.
“It’s going to be tough, but that makes it even
more exciting,” Hixson said. “If it happens, then
words couldn’t describe how I would feel. I get butSEE HIXSON I A8
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SOFTBALL

Tuesday 3 p.m. at Lewis
(Doubleheader)
M. TENNIS

Wednesday 6 p.m. at Ferris State
Friday 1 p.m. at Indianapolis
Saturday at Missouri - St. Louis
(Indianapolis)
LACROSSE

Thursday 6 p.m. vs McKendree
Saturday noon vs Indianapolis
MEN’S GOLF

Friday-Saturday at GLIAC South
Invitational (Lexington, Kentucky)
TRACK AND FIELD

Friday-Saturday at Raleigh Relays
(Raleigh, North Carolina)
BASEBALL

Friday-Saturday at Saginaw
Valley State

CELEBRATION TIME: The Grand Valley State women’s basketball team joins together on the court after dropping Ferris State 80-46 at Fieldhouse Arena on Feb. 25.
GVSU has gone on an unexpected run in the NCAA Division II women’s basketball tournament, and will play in the Elite Eight on March 22. gvl | ADAM knorr
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

t was around noon on
March 17 at the mostly
empty Fieldhouse Arena.
Grand Valley State
associate head coach
Phil Sayers was barking out instruc
tions to his offense, which was run
ning a pick-and-roll drill in the clos
ing minutes of practice. Some players
had 1 p.m. classes after practice, the
injured players did homework at the
scorer’s table and team trainers wait
ed at the end of the court. It was busi
ness as usual for the Lakers.
Only, it wasn’t
March 17 was the Lakers’ me
dia day, as their Elite Eight match
up with No. 18 Pittsburgh State
on March 22 draws closer by the
minute. Media personnel from
MLive, Fox 17 and others came to
talk to the underdog Lakers.

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP......
♦ ♦ •#

“It’s just crazy how fast this pro
cess has gone,” said GVSU guard
Taylor Lutz. “We were all sitting in
coach’s basement waiting to see if
we even got in the tournament, and
when we did, it’s just been one game
at a time. Now we’re one of eight
teams, that’s pretty cool.”
The coaching staff tried to keep
the team’s last week of practice be
fore the game as normal as possible.
With people throwing around words
like “Cinderella” and “Final Four,”
this was easier said than done.
“It’s a delicate balance of getting
their attention—we’ve still got work
to do and we can still get better—
and yet, enjoying the fact that you’re
in the Elite Eight,” said GVSU firstyear head coach Mike Williams.
“Not celebrating, but enjoying that
success. It’s a delicate balance.”
Upon returning from Ashland
University and the Midwest Region
Tournament on March 14, Williams

gave the team the next two days off af
ter being on the road all weekend, and
then got after it again on media day.
Since returning, the players have
noticed this isn’t just any other week.
Students in Kirkhof Center were
asking for signatures on a giant card
congratulating the team, signs wish
ing good luck have been posted all
over the Fieldhouse and the players
have received several random “Go
Lakers” from students on campus.
It’s been a delicate balance, indeed.
“You try to say it’s normal, you’re
still with the same group of girls,”
Lutz said. “But we all know we get to
go to South Dakota next week, and
do something that the players on this
team have never done before.”
The team left for Sioux Falls, South
Dakota on March 19. Sioux Falls will
be the venue for both the Elite Eight
and the Final Four. The games will be
played at the Sanford Pentagon Arena,
home of the Sioux Falls Skyforce of the

NBAs Developmental League.
This isn’t Williams’ first rodeo. In
the 2004-05 season, when he was the
top assistant under then-GVSU coach
Dawn Plitzuweit, the Lakers advanced
all the way to the Elite Eight, but lost to
Seattle Pacific, 67-55.
In the 2005-06 season, the Lak
ers returned, compiled a school-best
33-3 record, advanced to the Final
Four and won the NCAA Division
II National Championship. In that
tournament’s Elite Eight, the Lakers
defeated Charleston, 74-59.
Williams is using his experience
under Plitzuweit with this year’s team.
“He said ‘we rode too high, we
weren’t really dialed in,1” said GVSU
guard Janae Langs. “And then the next
year, the ‘05-‘06 season, he said the
girls were really dialed in, so he wants
to have us focus on those little things
and not get caught up in the moment.”
SEE WBB | A8
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M. TENNIS

Lakers open GLIAC play
with comfortable sweep
of Hillsdale. Findlay

LINING IT UP: Junior Trevor Vander Klok readies to return a shot during Grand Valley State’s 7-2 win over Davenport at the Premier Athletic Club in Grand Rapids on Feb. 19. The Lakers started the conference
portion of their schedule over the weekend, hitting the road for matches against GLIAC foes Hillsdale and Findlay. GVSU returned home with comfortable wins over the two programs. GVL I EMILY FRYE

BY MASON TRONSOR
MTRONSOR@LANTHORN.COM

he Grand Valley State men’s ten
nis team swept its opening GLI
AC series on the road against
Hillsdale, 7-2, and Findlay, 6-3,
on March 19 and 20.
“We traveled all through Michigan and
Ohio and played some pretty solid tennis,”
said GVSU head coach John Black. “However,
there is still room for improvement, especial
ly since coming up we will be tested against
some of the top teams in our region.”
The Lakers (8-4, 2-0 GLIAC) jumped out
to a hot start against the Chargers thanks to
dominant performances in the singles matches.
Sophomore Alex van de Steenoven got the Lak
ers going with a solid first-match victory.
GVSU won five of the possible
six sin>«ii in iiJiiiii irjfViiU' < i-.j ... ,i*
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tion to win the overall match.
The Lakers started slowly. They fell behind
The doubles matches were also con 0-2 in the singles matches, but made up ground
trolled by GVSU, as the Lakers won two quickly after a key win from freshman Sebastien
of the three contests. Senior
Lescoulie, which helped spark the
Andrew Bole and freshman
Lakers to four consecutive singles
Nick Urban highlighted GVmatch victories in a row.
“The teams in this
SU’s performance. Both play
Once again, both Bole and
league who will
ers won their singles matches
Urban won their matches to
succeed will be
and teamed up to win the first
close out singles play, while Ur
doubles match for the Lakers.
ban teamed up with senior Mi
able to handle the
“This weekend was a great
chael Kaye this time in the dou
pressure.”
start in the GLIAC,” Bole said. “It
bles arena for the victory.
is a great confidence builder going
“I think I played well enough
into one of the biggest matches
to win,” Urban said. “But I believe
JOHN BLACK
of the year against Ferris (on)
I could have played better. I played
GVSU HEAD COACH
Wednesday. Just a great weekend
inconsistently and ran in streaks
to build from to continue strong
of playing well and playing poor
into the rest of the season.”
ly, particularly in the last match
The next day, GVSU trav
against Findlay. That is something
eled to Ohio with hopes of beginning the I need to change for upcoming matches.”
conference season undefeated. The Oilers
. Heading into the doubles matches, the Lak
had other plans in mind, though.
ers held a 4-2 lead from singles play. GVSU

ti»f r Mif >j *.-!•*

sealed the deal by winning two of the three
doubles matches, clinching the victory.
The Lakers have a quick turnaround as they
will play three matches this upcoming week and
once again they are all on the road. The Lakeri
will travel to Ferris State on March 23, and to In-!
dianapolis from March 25-26 to take on the Uni-;
versity of Indianapolis and Missouri - St. Louis. *
“We are back at practice once we get back tfr
campus to prepare for Ferris,” Black said. “The
teams in this league who will succeed will be^
able to handle the pressure. Any team can beat;
anyone on any given night in this league.”
This opening weekend start for GVSU
looks to be a promising sign for the future
of this season. The Lakers displayed over-'
all team depth as multiple underclassmen
helped pick up the upperclassmen this
past weekend. If the Lakers continue on
this path, they’ll figure to be in the mix at
the end for the GLIAC title and a possible
journey into the NCAA tournament.
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STANDING TALL: Former Laker Kristen Hixson (center) celebrates a win in the pole vault at the NCAA
Division II National Championship meet in Allendale on May 22, 2014. COURTESY | DEAN BREEST
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HIXSON
CONTINUED FROM A7

terflies just thinking about it.”
Hixson now shifts her focus to the outdoor
season, while continuing to be actively involved
in helping her alma mater - exemplifying what
it means to be a ‘Laker for a Lifetime.’
“I wouldn’t have a career if it wasn’t
for Grand Valley,” Hixson said. “I mean
truly they have supported me more than
anybody, almost. Just as much as my fam
ily and that’s a lot. I thank God every day
that I chose Grand Valley initially because
none of this - even where I’m at right now

.
l

- would be possible and I’m so thankful for;
the continued support after graduating.” •
Providing assistance whenever shecan or completing her own training ses-*
sions, Hixson remains an integral part oft
the GVSU track and field program. HeadI
coach Jerry Baltes appreciates having Hix-I
son around three to five days a week and is*
proud to see her excelling after college.
;
“It’s great to have someone still going,” Baltes;
said. “Not too many times in track and field at the*
DII level that you have a post-grad who are in a*
position to potentially make a U.S. championship^
team or Olympic team. It’s outstanding for her to^
be in that position. Still a lot of work to do and aZ
long way to go, but she certainly has a shot.”
*

Post a photo to Instagram of your

WBB

favorite thing about springtime.

CONTINUED FROM A7

Make sure to tag #GVTOTW&
#GVLANTHORNfor a chance
to win a prize!
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One of the things Wil
liams picked up while un
der Plitzuweit was dynamic
walkthroughs in the days be
tween games and on the day
of games, where the goal was
to coach a game plan without
expending the players’ energy.
Most importantly, though,
Williams says getting the play
ers’ attention and keeping it
during a run like this is invalu
able. With so many things go
ing on, he said it’s the coaches’
responsibility to keep the team’s
focus on the task at hand.
“There’s things that you
do, that you saw that worked,”
Williams said. “Keeping your
players light before the games,
(Plitzuweit) did a great job
at that. I’ve picked up some
things that she did, and we’re
trying to use those this week
and hopefully it’ll help us.”
While the Lakers were fa
vorites in the 2005-06 season,
they’re the underdogs this

time around. GVSU is a No.
7 seed and has seen top play
ers succumb to injury. Lead
ing scorer Kayla Dawson has
been limited with an ankle
injury, while senior guard Brionna Barnett and key reserve
Korynn Hincka are both out
with season-ending injuries.
In a season in which many
Lakers have taken on new
roles, Williams said the in
jured players are no different.
“I think they’ve done a great
job,” Williams said. “It’s hard to
stay engaged when you’re not
part of it. You want to be part of
it, you see what’s going on, and
you want to be on-the-floor
part of it, but they are part of it.
They’re part of it in all the team
activities we do, they’re part
of it in practice, they’re part of
it during the games. They’re
probably the ones up the most
during the games.”
Had the Lakers started the
tournament with those three
players healthy, they’d likely
be considered one of the top
teams in the field, but they
don’t mind the underdog label.

“I think we are a force to b^
reckoned with,” said forward^
Taylor Parmley. “A coupled
weeks ago we wanted to be^
here, but it wasn’t like, ‘Oh£
yeah, this is going to be ar£
easy ride.’ Everyone fought,;*
everyone dug in and we held*
together, and it’s just awesome*
to be that underdog.”’
If the Lakers do pull off theZ
upset and make it to the FinaC
Four, it will make for a wilc£
story. If they don’t, it won’t*
take away from what they’ve;
accomplished this far.
Whatever happens, the Iak *
ers have enjoyed the ride.
I
“It’s been pretty crazy, i£
you really think about it,”;
Williams
said,
laughing^
“Just everything. Obviously*
from these kids having a new*
coach, and then dealing withsome injuries. Then exceed 
ing some expectations, maybe*
not theirs, but definitely mine,i
“Getting here in thet
Elite Eight, it just doesn’t^
happen. It something that*
just doesn’t happen that of-J
ten. It’s pretty crazy.”
%
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BASEBALL

Almost perfect
Lakers fall just shy of undefeated weekend at regional crossover
0Y A.A. KNORR & JOSH PEICK
$PORTS@lAN THORN. COM

fter four batters, the
Grand Valley State base
ball team had a lead in the
first game of the Midwest
Regional Baseball Cross
over in Westfield, Indiana.
: Jason Ribecky, GVSUs cleanup hitter,
felted a two-RBI triple, which plated Matt
Williams and Josh Smith. The Lakers added
another quick run to take a 3-0 lead over In
dianapolis (13-5). It was plenty for starting
pitcher Kyle Lawson, as the Lakers cruised
to a 3-1 win in the tournament opener.
!• “We played one of our better games
fhis year. I think that’s a good sign of
what could be ahead of us,” said GVSU
fiead coach Jamie Detillion.
*! GVSU (9-7-1) went 2-1 at the regional
iournament, but had its first game against
Lewis cancelled due to weather on March
49. The Lakers edged Drury 6-5, but fell

7-5 to Missouri S&T in the finale.
Despite GVSUs explosive first inning in
the opener against Indianapolis, the rest of
game was quiet. Laker starter Kyle Lawson
had a standout performance on the mound,
tossing seven innings of five-hit balL Lawson struck out four, walked three and al
lowed one run, though it was not earned.
“(Lawson) competed. He got into a
couple of jams but got out of it, and in other
innings he was dominant,” Detillion said.
Lawson struggled in his first out
ing of the season on Feb. 21, allowing
eight runs on eight hits in just 1.2 in
nings of work against Southern Indi
ana. Since then, however, Lawson is
3-0 and has settled into a groove.
GVSU got right back to it early on
March 20, fending off Drury (8-13) just
enough to secure the 6-5 win. The Lak
ers posted at least a run in each of the first
three innings, and held a 4-1 lead after the
third inning. In the top of the seventh,
however, Drury quickly chased GVSU
starter Josh Griffith, and smacked around

reliever Troy Dykhuis to score four runs
in the frame and take a 5-4 lead.
Drury’s lead didn’t last. In the bot
tom of the inning, junior Matt Williams
smacked a two-run home run to score
center fielder Keith Browning and give the
Lakers a 6-5 lead. Williams later pitched
a near-perfect ninth inning to earn his
fourth save of the season, as redshirt ju
nior Tim Tarter got the win in relief.
The Lakers were denied a perfect trip,
however, as Missouri S&T (13-5) beat
GVSU 7-5. The Lakers, behind all game,
gave the Miners a jolt in the ninth in
nings, scoring two runs and loading the
bases. GVSU couldn’t quite close the gap,
though, and took the loss to end the trip.
GVSU only had six hits, compared
to the Miners’ 11. The Lakers com
mitted three errors, as starter Zach
Anderson was tagged for six runs,
five of which were earned. Anderson
dropped to 2-2 on the season.
SEE BASEBALL |
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TROTTING OUT: Members of the Laker baseball team, led by Con
nor Glick, run along the fence at Aquinas. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

Ck ancj field starts indoor season

TRACK AND FIELD

Lakers split up in pair of away meets
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON@LANTHORN.COM

PERSEVERANCE: Laker freshman Theresa Mueller runs the 5,000
meter race at the GVSU Tune-Up meet on Feb. 19. GVL I EMILY FRYE

he track and field
outdoor season
is officially un
derway.
The
Grand
Valley State pole vaulters trav
eled to the University of South
Florida and the University of
Central Florida to compete
in two different meets. The
GVSU sprinters, hurdlers and
jumpers took a road trip to
Coastal Carolina University to
take part in the Alan Connie
Shamrock Invitational.

“It was good to be out
side and feel the wind at
our back or in our face, and
learn how to make the nec
essary adjustments,” said
jumps coach Steve Jones.
Several of the studentathletes were coming off a
long weekend in Pittsburg,
Kansas at the Division II
Indoor National Champion
ships last weekend, but still
competed just days later.
“It was a quick turnaround
with NCAAs last weekend, but
at this point in the season it’s
important to chase weather and
chase stronger competition lat

er on,” said sprints and hurdles
coach Alan Dunson.
Among the three meets,
the Lakers reached nine
provisional marks and two
automatic marks.
Senior pole vaulter Jaime
Roberts recorded both au
tomatic marks for the Lak
ers. At the USF Bulls Invita
tional on March 17, Roberts
cleared the bar at 4 meters to
finish third. On March 19,
Roberts cleared at 4.02 me
ters to finish first at the UCF
Black and Gold Challenge.
“I am happy to hit 4 meters
again, however, to be competi
tive for outdoor I need those
next bars. Technique-wise,
there is still a lot for me to work
on,” Roberts said. “Whitney
(Bice) and Skylar (Schoen)
were able to use Thursday’s
meet and learn from it to pull
off huge personal records for
both of them with 3.87 me
ters. Saturday’s meet definitely
showed the mental toughness
that Grand Valley pole vault
has by being able to warm up
three times with rain delays, an
undecided wind and rain and
still be able to hit high bars.
“It’s nice to have these girls
as teammates. They are so fo
cused and provide such great
competition that jumping

iJa

against the DI athletes doesn’t
really bother us. We know we
can compete with them and
proved that this weekend”
Schoen and Bice Fin
ished second and third, re
spectively, at the Black and
Gold challenge. They both
cleared at 3.87 meters to
earn provisional marks.
Sophomore sprinter Angie
Ritter recorded two provisional
marks during the Alan Con
nie Shamrock Invitational. She
finished sixth overall in the
womens 100-meter dash, but
her best time (11.87 seconds)
came in the preliminary race.
Ritter also finished ninth in the
200-meter dash with a provi
sional mark of 24.21 seconds.
“I had no idea I had enough
in me to run that strong,” Rit
ter said. “I feel like I haven’t
been more focused though,
and it’s really paying off. Last
year, my opener was a whole
second slower, so it’s amazing
to see how far I’ve come and it
just makes me that much more
excited for this season.”
Dunson was proud of the
sophomore’s performances.
“A highlight was Ritter in
the 200,” he said. “It was a life-
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Dll HOCKEY

*Tho hn\/C am hrfcfr* Laker hockey edges NYU to
I IIC MUj O QIC llvl
advance to national semifinals
the game-winning goal. The team piled
on Burnett in the corner of the ice, cel
ebrating the national semifinal berth.
This is the Lakers first semifinal
fter three periods of play in
the last game of pool play, berth since 2013. GVSU finished
the Grand Valley State Di ninth in 2014 and fell just short in
vision 11 mens hockey club 2015 with a fifth place finish.
The Lakers finished pool play with
was headed into an over
a thrilling
time period to determine who
would 4-3 overtime winner over
New
advance to the ACHA Division
II York,
Na but dominated the other two
games. GVSU opened the tournament
tional Championship semifinals.
The Lakers entered the offensive zone with a 6-1 victory over Utah State, and
up the left boards with just under six followed that with a 7-2 win over Penn
minutes to play in the period. Forward State. The tournament is taking place in
Mitch Claggett delayed with the puck West Chester, Pennsylvania.
In the tournament opener, GVSU’s Ian
near the blue line and found the stick
of defenseman Reede Burnett, who was Hamilton initiated the scoring with an un
cutting through the slot. Burnett gath assisted goal in the first 10 minutes of ac
ered the puck with only the goalie to tion. After Utah State tied the game min
beat and roofed a backhand shot above utes later, the Lakers finished the period
the goalies pad and under his glove for with a power play goal from Burnett.

After the first intermission, it was
all Lakers. GVSU scored one goal in
the second period and three in the
third to secure the 6-1 victory.
The GVSU defense stymied the
Aggie offense. Goaltender Jiri Aberle saw only 21 shots, compared to
the Lakers’ offense, which fired off 69
shots throughout the game.
“Our forecheck, we established that ear
ly and got a lot of good scoring opportuni
ties,” said GVSU head coach Mike Forbes.
After a four-week span of not playing
any games, the lakers had no rust in the
first game. Forbes and team captain Zach
ary Strain attested that to the hard work put
in at practices during the four-week hiatus.

BY JOSH PEICK

JPEICmLANTHORN.COM

H
COLUMN

LOG ON TO:

W

GROUPING UP: The Grand Valley State Division II hockey club cel
ebrates a goal against Michigan State on Jan. 29. gvl I emily frye

www.lanthorn.com

^ FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

Kayla Dawson (15.1 PPG) has been
ineffective since suffering an ankle
injury in the GLLAC Championship
loss to Ashland on March 6.
The Lakers have relied on center
Piper
Tucker and reserve forward
full trying to continue Cinderella run against Pittsburg State
Taylor Parmley to make up the lack of
conference championship loss with size. Both players are under 6-feet tall.
The unranked Lakers, the Cin
derella of the Division II women’s
a 78-74 victory over the top seed in Freshman Lindsay Kusbel, a 6-footer,
the Central Region, punching their' has played a few minutes as well, but
tournament, will take on No. 18
Pittsburg State in the Elite Eight of ticket to the Elite Eight.
only has nine points and three boards
So what are the Lakers going up
the NCAA Tournament on March
in the Lakers’ three NCAA Tourna
22 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
against? The Gorillas are led by shoot ment games combined.
and the question is simple enough: ing guard Mikaela Burgess, who paces
I’m not going to sit here on my
the team with 18 points per game, but high horse and tell you the Lakers are
can GVSU pull it off?
Before making any predictions,
that’s not what the Lakers should be
going to lose because they don’t have
one must know how the Gorillas of
most concerned about.
any redwoods down in the low block.
Pittsburg State got this far.
The Gorillas have three capable
Heck, this is the same lineup that held
The Gorillas entered the Mid
forwards with size who could give
GLLAC leading scorer and 6-foot-3American Athletic Conference
the Lakers some issues on both sides
inch stalwart Emily Wendling (18.1
(MLAA) tournament championship
of the ball. 6-foot-2-inch center Kylie
PPG) to just 10 points on 5-of-17
game on March 6 looking to extend
Gafford averages 13.5 PPG and 5.9
shooting in the round of 32.
a 15-game winning streak to 16. The
RPG, and 6-foot-1 - inch power for
But, it would be naive to think it
Gorillas, however, were defeated by
ward Cathy Brugman averages 13.6
isn’t going to be a problem. GVSU
Emporia State, 80-66, and finished as
PPG and 4.5 RPG. The pair are se
coach Mike Williams told me re
conference runner-ups. They finished
niors, and give the Gorillas a tandem
bounding has been one of the team’s
the regular season (including the
of two 6-footers in the paint.
tenets in practice this week, and it’s
conference tournament) 26-5.
That’s not all. In the NCAA Tour
something they need to do well to
The Gorillas competed in the
nament, the Gorillas have only used
beat the Gorillas on March 22.
Central Region of the NCAA Tourna one player off of the bench extensive
In their three tournament games,
ment bracket and were selected as
ly, 5-foot-11-inch redshirt freshman
the Lakers have been outrebounded
a No. 2 seed. They started the first
Madison Northcutt. She averages four 46-25,42-40 and 45-44. They won
round off with a commanding 79-39
RPG, and gives the Gorillas a third
all three of those games, and time
victory over No. 7 seed Sioux Falls. In
capable forward with superior size.
will tell if they’ll go four games
the second round, they again faced
With the absence of 6-foot-1 in row with a win despite getting
a lower-seeded team, and beat No. 6
inch center Korynn Hincka (5.6
outrebounded. Against the Gorillas,
seed Arkansas Tech, 91-80.
RPG), who tore her ACL in a Jan.
that’s going to be a tall order. Literally.
The Gorillas earned a rematch
23 win over Northwood, the Lak
Shooting well from behind the
with No. 1 seed and MIAA champ
ers have struggled to fill the void.
arc is a must if the Lakers plan on
Emporia State, and avenged their
Not only that, but leading scorer
getting out of the Elite Eight alive. The

Does the slipper fit?
Lakers will have their hands

BY BEAU TROUTMAN
ASSISTANTSPORTSfaHLANTHORN.COM

he first round of the
NCAA Division I men’s
basketball tournament
this weekend was,
in a word, crazy. No.
12 seed Yale won its first tourna
ment game since 1962. No. 13 seed
Hawaii, No. 14 seed Stephen F.
Austin and, my favorite, No. 15 seed
Middle Tennessee State all pulled
off first-round upsets, making them
legitimate contenders for the title of
this year’s Cinderella team.
As a Laker watching all of this
go down from Allendale, it was
impossible not to liken the mad
ness of the men’s tournament with
a team a little closer to home.

T&F
CONTINUED FROM A9

time best for her.”
Ritter joined
with
Jessica
O’Connell, Alexis Duncan and Skylar
Dantzler in the women’s 4x400-meter
relay and the foursome earned a pro
visional mark with a time of3:46.99.
The women’s 4x400 team only ran
a faster time twice during the 2015
season, but after being cut from the
indoor nationals meet for not having
a fast enough qualifying time, Dunson
said he hopes die group is motivated.
Redshirt
freshman
Lawson
Bright-Mitchell had a lifetime-best

time of 10.72 seconds in the men’s
100-meter dash where he finished
second. Bright-Mitchell also hit a
provisional mark in the 200-meter
dash with his fourth-place time of
21.50 seconds.
Jumpers Tor’i Brooks and Hunter
Weeks each earned a provisional
mark at Coastal Carolina. Brooks’
7.29-meter in the long jump was
just four centimeters off the GVSU
record, and Weeks cleared the bar at
2.05 meters in the high jump.
“One of the highlights was Tor’i
Brooks in the long jump,” Jones said.
“Coming off of the national meet he
was pretty sore and tired, but he was
able to put out a great jump to start

the season.”
Senior Sean Wells had a strong
opening performance in the 110-me
ter hurdles, finishing second in 14.12
seconds to earn a provisional mark.
“I think the biggest thing we can
take away from this is that it’s a start
ing place,” Jones said. “Somewhere
where we can build off of and con
tinue to improve upon.”
The GVSU team will be in North
Carolina for its next competition. Af
ter taking a break this weekend, the
long distance runners will travel to
North Carolina State University to
participate in the Raleigh Relays on
March 25.

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM A9

With two outs in the top of the ninth
inning, the Lakers had the bases loaded
with the go-ahead run on first base.
Junior Joel Schipper hit a grounder in
the infield, and Missouri S&T threw
the ball away. Things looked promising
for GVSU, until the umpires ruled that
Williams, who was advancing to third
base, interfered with the ball. Williams
was called out, and the game ended.
The Lakers scored two runs in the
ninth inning despite not recording a
hit, as they forced Missouri S&T’s Ethan
Krenning to throw 27 pitches in the in

3-pointer has been the Inkers’ top
source of offensive production this
year. GVSU led the GLLAC in 3-point
field goal percentage (43.6 percent),
attempts (836) and makes (314). To
put that in perspective, the next high
est team, Malone, had 666 3-point
attempts and 219 makes.
With the pressure the Lakers will
face inside, they must have a stellar
performance from 3-point range.
Prediction: The magic is going
to run out in Sioux Falls, and the
Lakers are going to come home after
the game against the Gorillas. The
rise of guard Janae Langs and the
outstanding run by the piecemeal
Lakers was a joy to watch, but the
inside presence of Pittsburgh State,
as well as the frontcourt attack led
by the dangerous Burgess is going
to be too much for GVSU to handle.
Score: 72-55 in favor of the Gorillas.
I want to believe. I really do.
Ask me if I’m a homer or a jour
nalist, and I might plead the fifth.
But, I think the No. 2 seed Goril
las have all of the ingredients to
stifle the Lakers’ crazy run.
I will say this: don’t take my word
for it. I’m just a college junior who
doesn’t know how to write in cursive
and recently learned that gas pumps
shut off automatically. I’ve been
wrong before, and I might be wrong
to doubt the Lakers, who have over
come all odds to get to this point.
And that, ladies and gentleman,
is the great thing about March
Madness — anything can happen. ning. Though discipline helped the
Lakers late, it wasn’t necessarily a strong
point throughout the weekend.
“The last game I wasted a few (atbats) and I think a few other guys did
too,” said catcher Connor Glide. “So we
just got to be a little more scrappy at the
plate.
The comeback fell short, but as a
whole, the Lakers were pleased with the
weekend.
“We still played pretty well,” Detillion said. “All in all we had a few mental
breakdowns, lack of focus, a few errors
here and there.”
GVSU will take to the diamond next
with a two-day trip to Saginaw Valley
State from March 25-26.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF

LAKER EXCHANGE

some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL

lakerexchange<g)lanthom.com

volunteer opportunities
featured during this week at
http: //www. g vsu. ed u/cow/ev
ents.htm.
This is an excellent
opportunity to network with
GVSU alumni and make a
positive impact on our
community!

This week, March 19th26th, is Community
Outreach Week.
During this week, current
GVSU students and GVSU
alumni work side by side to
improve our community.
Sign up for one of the many

This year for the seventh
time, GVSU is competing in
RecycleMania. This year
RecycleMania will run from
January 19th through March
29th. Please help us win this
competition by placing only
non-recyclable materials in
the waste stream. All paper,
cardboard, glass, plastics,
tin, and aluminum should be
recycled. Thanks for your
helpl

ANSWERS
PUZZLES

Conifer Creek Apartments
offers 4 bedrooms,
4 1/2 baths, garage, cable
and internet included,
washer and dryer in every
unit, 3/4 of a mile from
GVSU, walking distance to
bus stop, restaurants, and
rocery store, lower utility
ills!

CAMPUS VIEW
SUMMER LEASE
Looking for someone to take
over my lease for
the summer at Campus
View. It is $380/month plus
utilities. I will include my
access card to get into the
pool and the
recreation center at
Campus View. If you have
any questions don’t hesitate
to call. Contact information:
Kathryn Mills. Email:
Millkath@mail.gvsu edu
Cell: 517-899-2701

g

Meadows Crossing has the
best off-campus housing
near Grand Valley. Our
townhomes offer modern
amenities, comfort, privacy,
and a great location. Our
student apartments are
conveniently located at the
48th Avenue entrance to
GVSU.

Looking for subleaser at
Meadows Crossing from
May 1-July 15. $479/month
but will negotiate. You will
have your own bedroom and
bathroom. Email at
whitejus@mail.gvsu.edu
if interested.
Subleasing my room in
Cooper Beech this summer available April 30th until mid
August. Rent $452.00 per
month including
air conditioning, dishwasher,
washer/dryer,
cable, internet, water. There
is a bathroom in my room as
well. Heat and electricity are
on your own.Please email
me for more details
at watsonta@mail.gvsu.edu.

OR CALL

616 331-2460
-

Interested in a new
apartment complex? Check
out The Enclave,
located behind Main Street
Pub. Amenities include pool,
grilling area, fitness center
and is pet friendly.

Services
Learn to play the banjo!
Bluearass or clawhammer
style banjo lessons suited for
the beginner. No previous
musical experience
necessary $30 per
hour-long session, $100 for
four sessions. Call, text, or
email for more information.
(231)750-5597
sawinc@mail.gvsu.edu.
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